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apostasy from our own. Nor were missionaries the only Englishmen who held political doctrines of this colour during the period which immediately followed the great mutiny; for though the chief governors and councillors of India were, proof against such arguments, and untouched by such passions, yet about this time there appeared in certain parts of northern India a bias toward such combinations as the Bible and the sword, and a disposition to entertain the idea that the Government might sever its connection with heathen endowments by the sharp knife of confiscation.
As the heats generated by the mutiny gradually cooled down, the extreme tension of the situation relaxed; but the events of those years probably intensified the desire of our Government to be rid of the connection between religions and the State in India. The Home Secretary issued a fresh despatch on the subject, and after much correspondence the Act was passed, in 1863, to relieve officers of Government from all duties which embraced the appointment to religious offices, the superintending of lands assigned for pious uses, the appropriation of religious incomes, the preservation of sacred buildings, or the management in any form of establishments belonging to the Hindu or the Mahomedan religion. Such properties and agencies were to be made over absolutely to local trustees or committees to be once for all appointed by the Government, after which the Government positively ceased to nominate or in any manner to interfere. The check on the trustees resembles that which was devised by the Archbishop of Canterbury for the English clergy in the scheme which the Upper House rejected in 1872.